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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 16442 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CH, UR, VN 

SUBJECT: SOVIET-DRV-PRC RELATIONS: LE DUAN AT NATIONAL DAY 
EVENTS 

1. LAT CORRESPONDENT ROBERT TOTH TOLD EMBOFF THIS WEEK THAT A 
SOVIET SOURCE HE CONSIDERS RELIABLE TOLD HIM THAT THE SOVIETS 
WERE "DELIGHTED" THAT LE DUAN CHOSE TO SHARE THE ROSTRUM AT 
BOTH THE NATIONAL DAY MEETING AND THE PARADE. THE SOVIETS, 
ACCORDING TO TOTH'S SOURCE, HAD TOLD LE DUAN AHEAD OF TIME THAT 
THERE WOULD BE REMARKS CRITICAL OF PEKING, BUT HE CHOSE TO BE 
PRESENT ANYWAY AND DID NOT REACT WHEN PRC AMBASSADOR LIU 
WALKED OUT OF BOTH EVENTS. 

2. COMMENT. IF ACCURATE, THIS IS ANOTHER SYMBOLIC PLUS 
FOR THE SOVIETS, ADDING TO THE OTHERS DURING LE DUAN'S VISIT. 
MATLOCK 
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